
  The Flight Box 

March 2016 

Letter from the President 

Good day everyone,

Spring has almost sprung and I hope everyone is getting ready for
this year’s flying season.

We have had a few nice weekends already!  

I would like to talk a little about an ongoing issue.  There still have
been a few issues with flying over Summit’s building.  Summit has begun
their process of moving.  There is now a Cessna 182 in the hangar that
Summit will use to transport mechanics and pilots.  We all need to be very
cognizant of being over the building and the hangar.  This is a big concern
for the whole club.

Please do what you can do to modify your flight path to avoid the
buildings.  And if you see someone over or near the building, please
speak up and say something.  The safety code is the whole clubs
responsibility.

I hope everyone has a great and safe flying year.  I look forward to it !

Thank You ~

Gary Jordan 
RVRC President

http://rvrc.org/


3/7/2016 _______                                                                            as taken by David Vietmeier
(NEWSLETTERS FOR 2016 NOW CONTAIN EMBEDDED WEBSITE HYPERLINKS IN BLUE FOR YOUR REFERENCE) 

Minutes of the General Membership Meeting 

Meeting called to order: 7:00pm 
- 12 members present,  0 junior member (s),  0 Associate, and   guests 
-a quorum (21) was not met

Guests:  
-Don & Priscilla Field (recommended to visit us by CrossRoad's Hobbies)

James Gray, invited by James McDonough
(pictured far right)

Rejoining Club Members: 
-none 

New Club Members: 
-none

Announcements: 
-Blue Ridge Soaring Society to once again be a sponsor for Wings Over Salem fly
in, J.P. Stewart once again expressed interest returning with the Piper Cub and a
glider in tow.  BRSS is possibly going to come in after the noon demonstrations. 

If you never have flown in a full size glider … it is definitely an
experience!  They offer single rider / and single pilot rides for $35 and provided
the thermals are there, the pilot can catch them and maintain lift your ride can last
well up to 45 minutes.

-Summit; Gary made a telephone call to Daniel Quinn this evening in regards to
working on the field and airstrip.  RVRC's President is trying once again to
initiate a Board Of Director's meeting with John Milco CEO of Summit so that
the new administration can meet face to face and iron our some particulars:

Air Warning Alert System (AWAS) we are waiting for a coordination
frequency from Summit; as the microprocessor receiver can be programmed.  
Approach Flight Pattern we are waiting for a details on an approach vector
and fly by so we are aware of pilot’s intentions. 

http://brss.net/visitor-info/


Announcements:  (con't)

- Summit (con't)
Summit’s Flight Operations is bringing in a Cesna182 as pilot transport
vehicle and it will now be housed in the Hangar that Al James use to
house his C182.  This plane will frequent the field more often.  As a
reminder when you see any FULL SCALE aircraft on approach please
land immediately !!

- Upcoming Local Events

Swap Meet in Wytheville 3rd Saturday in March !!  Lot’s of good deals to be
had so please come out and support a local club (see flyer on page 6 of newsletter) 

April 8th – 10th  in East Bend, NC., Riverside Aero Modelers Society is hosting
their fly-in 3RD ANNUAL WARBIRDS OVER EAST BEND NC

April 23rd  in Tabor City, NC., Southeastern Modelers RC Flying Club is
hosting thier 3RD ANNUAL BREAST CANCER FLY-IN

April 29th – May 1st  in Spotsylvania, VA., Fredericksburg Area RC Club is
hosting their fly-in 7TH ANNUAL HELI SPRING FLING

May 19th – 22nd  in Covington, VA., The FLYING CIRCUS comes to town !

-It is with great joy that we see one of our dedicated members (and past BOD
Officers) has made Headlines in the Roanoke Times  ~ Josh May has a write
up in the local newspaper, here's his article for those that don't received the paper:

Salem entrepreneur hopes to turn drones into big business
By Tiffany Holland

Last Sunday, Paul Stoutamire went out on the snow-covered hills of Salem
Municipal Golf Course with two of his company’s drones to get some pictures of the
mountaintops and snowy hills during sunset.
“We used to hate calling them drones,” Stoutamire said. “Because people think
[of] missiles dropping bombs on people.”
By dusk, dozens of people were still sledding on the golf course. Following safety
guidelines, Stoutamire launched the drone several hundred feet away from the
crowd, but the buzz of its wings was still loud enough for a few heads to turn. Next
to Stoutamire stood his spotter, Josh May, who kept an eye on the flying aircraft
and made sure no one disturbed Stoutamire.
 



Announcements: (con't)

It’s not uncommon, May said, to have people come up and ask them about the drones. Much
mystery still surrounds them even as they become more commonplace.
“We want to give them a better name,” Stoutamire said.
It took May a year and a half of paperwork, but last fall, his Autonomous Flight Technologies
was granted a much-sought-after exemption from the Federal Aviation Administration that
allows the company to fly drones for commercial purposes.
“Now the jobs are finally rolling in back to back,” he said.
May, a 40-year-old Salem native, incorporated Autonomous Flight Technologies in 2012 with
the goal of flying drones commercially. But winning permission from the FAA to fly unmanned
aircraft as a private business is an arduous process. The company is one of the few in
Southwest Virginia to receive the required government exemption.
He originally got into drones as a hobby. But now he’s been able to work at Autonomous
Flight full-time and hire three other employees, including Stoutamire, who doubles as a pilot
and creative editor who turns rough footage from the drones into something people can use.
Autonomous Flight doesn’t have a storefront yet, but May is looking. He hopes to stay in
Salem. Since he made it his full-time job, May said he averages about 15 leads a day from
people who might want his services.
A 2013 economic impact report from the Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems
International says commercial drone use is expected to create more than 100,000 jobs and
have an impact of $82 billion by 2025.
May has had an interest in unmanned aircraft systems for a long time.
He and his family own Countryside Classics, a longtime retail shop in downtown Salem where
he often works alongside his dad. He used to be heavily interested in the robotics of flying
aircraft, and he focused on building models. As technology changed, he saw the mass market
appeal of flying drones commercially.
But doing so legally was easier said than done.
As the law stands right now, any aircraft that weighs more than 0.55 pounds must be
registered with the FAA and can’t be flown near populated areas or full-scale aircraft,
according to the FAA’s website. Flying drones as a hobby is allowed, but it cannot be done for
business purposes without an exemption.
As the popularity of drones has risen in the past few years, the FAA has been pressured to
change its guidelines for commercial users.
In 2012, it made some reforms and now grants exemptions on a case-by-case basis to
operators who want to fly commercially. On its website, the FAA said this exemption was
expected to result in economic benefits and to keep drone-flying safe. However, the number
of people seeking exemptions has soared and FAA has struggled to keep up with approvals.
According to FAA’s website, as of Jan. 22, 3,146 petitions have been granted for the
exemption, including Autonomous Flight Technologies. The FAA is reviewing additional
proposed regulations that would make it easier for commercial users to fly.



Announcements: (con't)

May said he knows of two other organizations in the area with an exemption status: Virginia
Tech, which uses drones for research, and Star City SkyCams. A FAA spokeswoman said she
was unable to determine through a simple search how many exemptions have been granted in
Virginia because of how the data is recorded.
Star City SkyCams is owned by Jayson Firebaugh, a commercial airline pilot from Blue Ridge
who mostly shoots drone footage for real estate companies and tourism outlets. For
Firebaugh, it’s a part-time gig.
“Our motto is kind of, ‘Too low for planes, too high for cranes,’ ” he said. He formed Star City
SkyCams two years ago and was granted an exemption to fly drones commercially in
September, according to FAA documents. He said he doesn’t mind having other commercial
fliers in the area since most of them have qualified pilots, but he cautions against using
drones for fun unless the operators are educated first.
Because so many people have drones, it’s hard to police who is using them for business
purposes. For example, if a drone operator were to take pictures of snow-covered
mountaintops and then get paid for the shots, it would be easy to hide this from the FAA and
hard to enforce a fine.
May sympathizes with pilots who want to fly commercially but cannot because of a long
application backlog.

“If they are doing it illegally, I’m not going to call the FAA on them. I don’t have an issue with
it other than it hurts our business,” he said.
Besides, May said he is trying to tackle much larger projects.
Autonomous Flight was granted permission to fly its drones for aerial data collection,
surveying, photography, emergency response and training, according to the company’s
exemption document on FAA’s website. May said the company has more than a dozen drones
ranging in value from $10 to more than $15,000. Many he built himself. Hiring Autonomous
Flight for a job can cost from around $500 to several thousand dollars.
Under current regulations, each commercial operator must be licensed and can only fly during
the day, within a line of sight. They can’t fly higher than 400 feet or near people, which would
include flying over crowded stadiums. Each time an unmanned aircraft is taken out at
Autonomous Flight, a spotter goes along to make sure all the rules are being followed.
May said he has clients in the media and tourism industries. But some of the biggest potential
business is from large companies with surveying needs, such as quarries or utilities. May said
he was contacted by a subcontractor to do some drone work for American Electric Power.
John Shepelwich, a spokesman for AEP, said the company has been discussing drone use for a
while. He expects that the utility will contract out some drone work and also will have some
of its own equipment. He said the most obvious way AEP would use drones is to find outages.

“When you have hundreds and hundreds of transmission lines, it can become hard to find an
outage,” he said. “So if you have an aerial video view you can easily be able to pinpoint some
locations” and get crews out more quickly.
On days when snow makes roads impassable, a drone would make solving the problem a lot
safer, he said, and less costly than using a helicopter. 



Announcements: (con't)

May said a drone could also be a savior for emergency response crews that need to survey a
dangerous area, such as a large fire. Autonomous Flight is also allowed to train operators to
use drones.
The city of Salem has been in talks with Autonomous Flight to use its footage for tourism
advertisements. Tourism director Carey Harveycutter said he saw some images from sunsets
over Salem Stadium and aerial views of Lake Spring Park and thought it was “compelling.”
“When you see it from a drone it gives you a different look,” he said.
In addition, he said he likes the idea of using a company based in Salem to help sell the city.
“It’s a growing technology,” he said. “And it’s local people. I know them.”

-LOCAL EVENTS COMING TO AREA (Wytheville & Covington)



Announcements: (con't)

-SAFETY SIGNAGE TO BE POSTED on the fence in plain view for every one to see !!

 RECAP FROM FEBRUARY 
As per our Safety Code (WEBSITE HYPERLINKS IN BLUE)

 [Section 3, Sub-Section I] 
● Discussions were held … and it was a consensus

agreement of the present membership that a plastic
construction type barricade fence be put at the end
of the taxiway pavement, during events as an extra
precaution. This will not interfere with the club's 
mowing sub-contractor operations as it can be easily, temporarily removed & replaced.
● Safety Committee is concerned that a runaway plane could endanger those in the pit

area and by having a plastic construction type barricade fence that is flexible; it won't
damage a plane, like a chain link fence would, in the event that the unforeseen
happens.

● Safety Committee reminds everyone that also out lined in [Section 5, Sub-Section A] 
that No helicopter is to be flown out of the fixed wing pit area.

-BOD meeting to take place with Summit in MARCH sometime this meeting is to
introduce the new Board Of Director Officers to Summit personnel.  Hopefully, we will
receive the AWAS frequency during this meeting and aircraft approach vector. 

The BOD will disclose the topics of the meeting afterwards in a special
announcement after the meeting takes place. 

-March BOD Meeting to be held Friday evening March 11th, discussions to include:  
Review of Membership Database in preparation for Renewal Process Publication &
Disbursement of new forms to be made before May 2nd General Membership Meeting.
➔ Are dues rising? …  NO THEY WILL REMAIN THE SAME  …

$98 IF PAID BEFORE MAY 1ST (MUST BE IN TREASURER'S HANDS OR
POSTMARKED BEFORE MAY 1ST).  OTHERWISE $108 IF PAID BY THE FIRST

CLUB MEETING IN MAY!  IF NOT PAID BY THE FIRST CLUB MEETING IN MAY,
THEN AN ADDITIONAL $5 LATE FEE IS IMPOSED ($113 TOTAL FOR RENEWAL

AFTER THE CLUB MEETING BUT BEFORE JUNE 1).  IF NOT PAID BY JUNE
1ST THEN MEMBER MUST RE-APPLY AND PAY INITIATION FEE AGAIN !! 

 *PLEASE PAY EARLY*
You must be a Member in good standing and dues current with the AMA to fly at RVRC

Wings Over Salem event planning, preparation, and publicity.  
Other pertinent club business.

Let's keep in mind that it's Summit's land & we are stewards of their property. 
It is a privilege to be here, therefore we need to respect their wishes and demands.  

http://www.rvrc.org/WP/rvrc-safety-code/


Old Business:

-Wings Over Salem Event

 Jeff Stubbs is our CD, Contest Director, for 2016 ~ he's recently re-certified with
AMA and has filed with AMA sanctioning event.
 Jeff would like to have some other sanctioned events through out the flying season

 Please submit any ideas to Jeff at cd@rvrc.org
 David, RVRC Secretary, has published notifications on websites: R/C Flight Deck ,

RC Groups, RC Universe  
➔ Another event that’s happening in Salem at the Civic Center is the 

Blue Ridge Bike Festival on father's day Weekend !  Please be aware
of the extra traffic and time taken to arrive at our field.
 Extra visiting crowds coming into the area for the Blue Ridge Bike Festival on

this particular weekend (Thursday – Sunday).

-Swap Meet to possibly happen during Wings Over Salem event or after topic tabled
 To be discussed at MAY BOD meeting for planning

-FAA registration of our members, the February 19th deadline HAS PASSED , ALL 
members should be registered at www.faa.gov/uas/registration .  Once registered pilots will
receive a Federal registration number that is to be placed on or within aircraft over 250
grams (0.55 lbs.).  Members are encouraged to continue placing their AMA numbers on
their aircraft as well.  Members only have to register once, they do not have to register each
unique aircraft.  The FAA requires registration regardless if you fly a multi-rotor, helicopter,
fixed wing, or any other type of radio control model aircraft that uses a ground control
system with a communication link, such as a transmitter.

-Field Clean Up Day scheduled for Saturday March, 26th ; We need everyone's help as
many hands make light work!  Gary is getting a skid-steer tractor to help with brush
removal.

On a Very Cold Saturday in February (20th) ~ Gary Jordan, Ronnie Howell, Derrick
Smith, Drew Morgan, Larry Marsh, Bruce Davidson and Jim Bowen.  Performed some
brush removal behind the clubhouse toward the river.  It was all worth it as Ronnie
cooked a hot dog lunch for us!

mailto:cd@rvrc.org
https://www.RCFlightDeck.com/event.cfm?id=5492
http://www.rcuniverse.com/community/event.cfm?eventid=8038&begin=180&end=08/04/2016&cobrand=1
http://www.blueridgebikefest.com/info.html
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=32192df54cbfe864ead965794aa579e86b4b6bfaa045316afb2f278ed2047a4d


Old Business:



Items of Interest:

-Newsletter Submission Date Change; Secretary has moved date to 2nd Monday of the
Month preceding publication to enable an earlier and more timely distribution of the
newsletter to the general membership.  Office of the Secretary's goal is to have the
Newsletter presented and posted to the website with in 7-10 days after the monthly
General Membership Meeting.

-The creation of our FaceBook Page has now over 19 members strong and still growing.
The BOD feels that highlighting club events along with club members aircraft builds, tips,
tricks, and techniques is a positive support for our members, the sport and our hobby as a
whole.  Reminder his is a closed page and you must ask to join and Gary, Derrick, or
David will admit you as they are Admin Users.                                                        
 
 
Future Items of Interest:

-Night & Day Fun Fly's – if you have dates or types / styles of fun fly's please start a forum
post on RVRC's website & FaceBook Page and please notify Board via email of your
interest.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/RVRC.club/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RVRC.club/
mailto:board@rvrc.org


Treasurer’s Report 
Presented by Jim Bowen

 RVRC Treasurer 



RVRC’s AMA Charter Renewal for 2016 
Presented by Jim Bowen

 RVRC Treasurer 



Safety Highlights:
    
➔ Do not use DSM2™ receivers in your aircraft !
➔ Be mindful of spectator' locations and their safety.
➔ All members please review the Safety Code (WEBSITE HYPERLINKS IN BLUE) in its entirety.

Large War-Birds and Jet Pilots especially , but all pilots should, start practicing using
an Immelmann Turn at the East End of the Field and Runway strip.  This should be
performed now so as to keep all R/C Aircraft away from the Cessna C182 Hangar and
away from ALL buildings.

If you don’t know how to perform this maneuver … it is explained below:

Fly the plane straight on level flight Step A
Start with 90 degree half-roll climb up using up-elevator until the plane is head
back to the opposite direction Step B
Keep the plane in straight and level inverted flight.  
Half-turn the plane to a normal flying position using aileron, you will now be
heading opposite to the first direction but gaining higher altitude.   Step D

This picture shows how the Immelmann turn is done.

Pro Tips:

When you are comfortable with this maneuver, start matching the speed of the half roll to
the height of the half loop .  If your roll is short, slow down the half roll to add symmetry to
the two components.
A tight half loop will make the maneuver much smaller but will provide greater exit speed!

http://www.rvrc.org/WP/rvrc-safety-code/


-Models of the Month: 

-Don Hepler, bought a kit about 20 years ago at a yard sale that was missing an instruction
booklet and an engine cowling along with several pieces of wood in the kit but luckily he
had the prints!  He purchased an Extra’s 230 cowling and gave it his own design covering
color scheme.

SPECIFICATIONS:

Wingspan: 59.5 in Wing Area: 809.2 in² 
Weight: 9.5 lb Wing Loading:16.4 oz/ft²
Length: 47 in RC Modeler Review
Required: 2-stroke .40-.46 cu in or 4-stroke .40-.52 cu in engine 

       & 4-channel radio with 5 standard or mini servos

Meeting Adjourned at 7:22 PM

http://www.greatplanes.com/reviews/gpma0493-rcm.html


Tidbits from the Secretary 
Members,

I wish to add some insight into this sport and hobby we all love and ask for your insight
as well … not just in modeling but education also.  We have a rich history in this club as it has
been in existence over four decades.  We have many members with talents and varied
experience that I ask for those individuals if they remember instances of positive and
remarkable things that have happened in our club history to please share them for submission
in our Newsletter. 

Sincerely, David Vietmeier

Members did you know …
On March 1st 1962: Los Angeles Airways inaugurated scheduled passenger service utilizing twin-engine,

turbine-powered helicopters.
Shown in the photographs is LAA’s Sikorsky S-61L, FAA registration N300Y, at the Disneyland Heliport,

Anaheim, California.  LAA was the first civil operator of the S-61, purchasing them at a cost of $650,000, each.
N300Y was the prototype S-61L, serial number 61031.  On August 14th 1968, N300Y suffered a catastrophic main
rotor spindle failure and crashed at Leuders Park, Compton, California. All 21 persons aboard were killed.

Los Angeles Airways began operations in 1947 and continued until 1971. It flew Sikorsky S-51, S-55 and S-
61L helicopters.

The Sikorsky S-61L was a civil variant of the United States Navy HSS-2 Sea King and was the first helicopter
specifically built for airline use. The prototype, N300Y, first flew 2 November 1961. It is a large twin-engine
helicopter with a single main rotor/tail rotor configuration. Although HSS-2 fuselage is designed to allow landing
on water, the S-61L, is not amphibious, having standard landing gear rather than the sponsons of the HSS-2 (and
civil S-61N).

The S-61L fuselage is 4 feet, 2 inches longer than that of the HSS-2. The S-61L is 72 feet, 7 inches long
and 16 feet, 10 inches high, with rotors turning.  The fully-articulated main rotor has five blades and a diameter of
62 feet.  Each blade has a chord of 1 foot, 6.25 inches.  The tail rotor also has five blades and a diameter of 10
feet, 4 inches.  They each have a chord of 7–11/32 inches.  At 100% NR, the main rotor turns 203 r.p.m. and the
tail rotor, 1,244 r.p.m.
The S-61L was powered by two General Electric CT58-110 turboshaft engines, each of which had a continuous
power rating of 1,050 shaft horsepower and maximum power of 1,250 shaft horsepower. The main transmission
was rated for 2,300 horsepower, maximum.

The S-61 has a cruise speed of  166 miles per hour. The service ceiling is 12,500 feet.  Its maximum
takeoff weight is 20,500 pounds.

Between 1958 and 1980, Sikorsky built 794 S-61-series helicopters. 13 were S-61Ls.

  



Roanoke Valley Radio Control, Inc. 
Board Officers

Gary Jordan 588-9969     President 
Derrick Smith (832) 472-5636     Vice-President
Jim Bowen 389-4243     Treasurer 
David Vietmeier 314-8421     Secretary &

Newsletter Editor 

               Board Members 
Bruce Davidson     384-6760 Member at Large
Richard Alexander   204-8767 MAL & Safety Chair

              Committee Chairs 
Bill Morgan Field Maintenance Chair
Jeff Stubbs cd@rvrc.org Contest Director

\Flight Instructors please contact the Board at: board@rvrc.org 

The RVRC holds regularly scheduled meetings on the
1st Monday of each month at the field in Salem. 

Submissions to the newsletter are welcome & encouraged—
especially any tips or hints to help fellow modeling
enthusiasts. Items wanted to buy, or for sale, are also welcome.

Please mail information to: 

RVRC
Office of the Secretary 
P.O. Box 241 
Salem, VA. 24153

 
Or send your correspondence electronically to:

secretary@rvrc.org

DEADLINE IS THE 2nd Monday OF EACH MONTH
PRECEDING  PUBLICATION

Next RVRC meeting Monday, April 4th, 2016,
at 7PM  ~  RVRC Clubhouse & Airfield

mailto:cd@rvrc.org
mailto:board@rvrc.org?subject=board@rvrc.org
mailto:secretary@rvrc.org?subject=secretary@rvrc.org

